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This is one of the much quoted stanzas,
a favourite one with all preachers and philosophic
writers. In its charming style of brevity the Mantra
hints at a treasure of suggestions,, indicating almost
directly the Atman which is the Goal of all seekers.
By defining the Atman as the smallest of the small,
a mere dull intellect might understand that the Atman
is not yet seen or discovered because the scientific
world has not yet constructed a sufficiently powerful
microscope ! But to a philosophic mind, cultured in
the wrays of the Sastras, the statement is an ample
explanation of the most subtle nature of the Atma
Tatnva. Had Sruthi ended her definition with the
above statement alone it would have denied ihe
volume and girth of things and beings any connec-
tion with Truth.
This probable misunderstanding is negated by
the additional epithet that the Atman is also "greater
than the greatest". Here the 'great5 is meant to cover
the entire universe of manifested existence; and
Truth, according to the Sruthi, not only pervades,
envelops and penetrates through and through the
Jagat, but also extends farther than the crores of
universes that whirl round in space ! This is endorsed
by a similar statement in the Gfto, made by the
Lord Himself, wherein He says. " the Jagat formed of
the entire manifested worlds spreads itself out in their
delusions and disturbancesr, Oh! Arjun, only a fourth
of my real nature"* This means that three quarters
* Bhagavat Gttas X-42.   Refer Discourses on Gita by SwamijI.